1984 Book One Notes

Setting: London (Airstrip One), Oceania - 1984
· Bombings/run-down conditions

· Controls individual thought and reality (everyone thinks and acts the same)

· Manipulation of language; rewritten history

· Propaganda (things worse than written)

· Children as Spies; adults spy on each other; all actions suspected; no trust

· Little contact with others

· Thought Police; telescreens

Totalitarian government (total control)

1. Suppressed civil liberties   

2. Powerful Secret Police   

3. Restricted assemblies

4. Censored  publications

5. Mind control / no individual thought

3 Superstates: at war for 25 years

1. Oceania (Airstrip One/London within this state)

2. Euriasia 

3. Eastasia

4 Ministries: branches of governmental system (4 buildings)

1. Ministry of Truth = news, entertainment, fine arts

2. Ministry of Love = law and order (Thought Police)

3. Ministry of Peace = war 

4. Ministry of Plenty = economic affairs (clothing, food) 

(Winston works in the Ministry of Truth). 

General structure of Oceania:

1. Big  Brother = all powerful; how Party exhibits itself to the world; never seen; immortal; “Big Brother is Watching You”


2. Inner  Party = 2% brains of the state

3. Outer  Party = 13% hands of the state

4. Proles = 85% “dumb masses” of the state

3 Party Slogans: 

1. War is Peace =  war burns up surpluses and makes life bleak; keeps peace within state; people are too beaten down by life to revolt against the government

2. Freedom is Slavery  = individuality = death; only by complete submission to the Party can you survive

3. Ignorance is Strength = keep individuals ignorant of reality to keep Party strong; create a false reality

Language:

Oldspeak = Standard English; thought to be vague and useless

Newspeak = uniform language that allows no excess words and no individual thought; 


                   very precise

Examples of Newspeak:

1. doublethink = holding two contradictory thoughts

2. thoughtcrime = individual thought; crime because it does not conform to Party philosophy

3. Ingsoc = English Socialism

4. unperson = a person who has ceased to exist; vaporized; all records of existence destroyed

5. ungood = bad

6. doubleplusgood = excellent

7. facecrime = improper facial expression

8. ownlife = individuality

Control (How the Party/Big Brother controls the people): 

“Who controls the past, controls the future; who controls the present, controls the past.”

1. Control through FEAR

Thought Police, telescreen, “Big Brother is Watching You”

2. Control through POVERTY

Shabby living conditions, rationed food and other items, citizens focused on survival not to revolt

3. Control through LANGUAGE

Newspeak – narrow range of thought

4. Control through emotions of LOVE  and  HATE

Big Brother – someone to love; Goldstein/Brotherhood – someone to hate; Two Minutes of Hate – outlet for emotions; Desire a thoughtcrime-marriage for children only, not love

5. Control through FEAR OF THINGS YOU CAN’T CONTROL

Worst enemy – nervous system

Deadliest danger – talking in your sleep

6. Control through CENSORED PUBLICATIONS AND PROPAGANDA

Ministry of Truth – rewriting/changing history (slips, errors, misprints); Creating history (Ogilvy)

7. Control through CONFESSIONS

Jones, Aaronson, Rutherford – confession a lie

8. Total MIND CONTROL

“Freedom is Freedom to say 2+2=4. If that is granted, all else follows.”

Chances for hope/keys to the past: 

1. Proles

· Revolt lies with Proles (majority of population)

· Never happen because they are happy and stupid

i. Lottery – no large prizes

ii. Old man in the pub remembers useless information

iii. Women arguing over tin sauce pans

2. Junk Shop and the room above it

· Full of antiques, keys to the past, no telescreen

