1984 Essay/100 points


Monday May 16
Outline   Due in lab first day.  Must be typed, complete, but not the entire essay written out.

(Complete = introduction written out with thesis underlined; each main point written in a complete sentence; page numbers of supporting quotations or specific examples written out.)

Format  12-point font / Times New Roman / double spaced

 Do these things in this order:  
In the top right-hand corner:  Name / Period






Two spaces and center the Title






Two spaces and begin typing your paper

Organization

I. Introduction – draw the reader into your essay in an intelligent manner

· DO NOT use the “Have you ever been in a situation where….” rhetorical question, a dictionary definition, or personal examples from your life.

· DO state the full name of the novel and the author – if you are analyzing a second piece (other than 1984) mention its full title and author as well.

· A brief summary of the works and/or an explanation of the concept you will analyze is acceptable.

II. Thesis – last sentence in your introduction, clear, concise, tells reader what you will be discussing in your essay; underline it.  Avoid “In this essay I will…” or “This paper will be about… .”
Existentialism is an intellectual movement that dominated post-World War II philosophy. It holds that humans are alone in a universe without God, without hope, without meaning. As a result, humans are completely free from imposed constraints; however, just as humans have complete freedom, they face the complete responsibility for their choices. Existentialists also believe that people,  ultimately alienated as they are from the rest of humanity, should act as independently from society. In both of the literary works 1984 by George Orwell and “The Guest” by Albert Camus, the main character is a hero according to these stark principles of existentialism.

III. Body – the “guts” or “meat” of your paper; 3-4 paragraphs in which you state your main points and support them with specific text examples

An important note about specific examples
A specific example is NOT paraphrasing -- putting information in your own words.

A specific example IS a passage quoted directly from the text (word for word) which you relate to the point you are making.  In order to receive the highest possible score, your essay must contain specific text examples for all your main points.

Document your specific example correctly by placing it inside quotation marks and then placing the author’s last name and the page number on which you found the example in parentheses at the end of the sentence. The period goes outside the parentheses. An example:

O’Brien restates the Party’s philosophy to Winston in this way: “Power is power over human beings. Over the body – but, above all, over the mind. Power over matter – external reality, as you call it – is not important” (Orwell 218).

IV. Conclusion – summarize your main points and thesis statement; end on a strong, final note; an example:

Albert Camus uses his short story “The Guest” to present a main character who lives nobly according to the principles of existentialism. Like Winston Smith in Orwell’s 1984,  Daru, exhibits an attitude characteristic of the existential hero about the individual’s moral responsibility in a hostile and indifferent world. 

Reminders:

1. Avoid clichés (He was the cream of the crop.) and colloquial language (He was really hassled by her statement.)

2. Stick with present verb tense.

3. Avoid 1st and 2nd person pronouns (“I” and “you”). This includes “In my opinion” and “I believe”.

4. Avoid Cliff’s Notes, Spark Notes, and other such sources. Tell me what you really think and support it with examples from the novel.
5. Correct way to write the title of the novel – 1984 (number in italics)
6. Read over your improvement sheet and the “Common Problems” handout
7. Proofread!!! (grammar, spelling, mechanics, etc.)
Choose ONE of the following for your essay topic:

1. Negative Utopia

Re-read Kurt Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron”. Compare the Negative Utopia depicted in 1984 with the Negative Utopia described in “Harrison Bergeron”. Questions to consider: How is human freedom destroyed in these novels? Which future society seems most likely to come true?

2. Mob Rule and Thought Control
Re-read “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson.  Compare the Party’s method of control in 1984 with the stoning tradition in the lottery?  Why do the townspeople still act out this horrific tradition?  How is the two minute hate similar to “The Lottery’s” stoning?

3. Existentialism

Re-read “The Guest” by Albert Camus (textbook). Compare the ways Winston and Daru are similar characters using as a basis for comparison the philosophy of existentialism.

4. Methods of Control

Re-read the summary of the novel Lord of the Flies.  Using the summary and the film as your guide, compare and contrast methods of control the totalitarian regimes use in 1984 with those used by Jack in Lord of the Flies.  Discuss the symbolism of the conch and the knife as they relate to governmental order.
5. Political/historical symbolism

As you learned last year, the characters and events in George Orwell’s Animal Farm are symbolic for people and events in history and politics. The same may be said of some of the characters and events in 1984. Write an essay in which you compare the symbolism in Animal Farm to the symbolism in 1984. Your discussion should center on political and historical symbolism.

Important Dates:

· Outline due (25 points) – beginning of class on Wednesday May 18
· Computer lab – Wednesday May 18 and Friday May 20
· Final paper due (100 points) – end of class on Friday May 20 
