Comparing Albert Camus’s “The Guest” to George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four
Step 1: Today we will be reading a short story by a French author of great repute, Albert Camus. You can read about Albert Camus at the following link: http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1957/camus-bio.html. 

Step 2: To understand Camus’s writing, you first need to understand some of the principles in which he was a strong believer and advocate. Camus was an existentialist. If you don’t know what this is, read the handout on the R drive titled “The Guest – Study Guide Questions” to view the basic principles of the existential philosophy: You will also find a brief description of the background of the story, which takes place during the French-Algerian conflict. Also on this handout are some study guide questions that accompany the story, and I would like you to answer these questions in your groups as you read the story. You may copy/paste the study guide questions into a word document to answer them. 

Step 3: Read the story! The story is on the R:drive. Go to our class folder, then click on the 1984 folder. The story is titled “The Guest.” 
Step 4: Finally, when you have read the entire story and answered the study guide questions, I want you to consider the similarities of Daru’s character with Winston Smith’s character in Nineteen Eighty-Four. Write a minimum of a half page (you can type it, double-spaced) describing the similarities you find between the two characters. Specifically pay attention to how these two are similar heroes, especially within the context of an existential hero. 
Due at the end of the block.
