1/6/11 Journal:  Friendship

Who is your best friend or group of friends? What are they like? Why are you such good friends? What do we all rely on friends for and what characterizes that friendship? Do you consider yourself a good friend?  If so, what makes you a good friend, or a bad one? Think about a time when you made a friend or displayed your friendship. What makes friendship so special and unique?
Word of the Day:  coterie 
1/12/11 Journal: Free Write

Write about anything you want today.  Suggested writing topics: AU National Champions!, your days off, your weekend, your future plans, your best friend, your family, your pet(s), school days, your dreams/goals, your hobbies, make up a story, write a poem, etc…

Word of the Day:  proficient 

1/14/10 Journal: George and Lennie

Make two lists: one list that shows what you’ve learned about George (from his physical appearance to his personality traits) and one list that shows what you learn about Lennie in these pages. You should include in these two lists not only “facts” from the text but also things you, as the reader, assume to be true about these characters based on Steinbeck’s writing and the scene in which you have seen these two characters interact. What are their personalities like? Then, draw two pictures: one of Lennie and one of George. Use your lists to make your artistic interpretations vivid and believable. 

Word of the Day:  gregarious 

1/19/10 Journal: “To a Mouse” 


As you enter the room, pick up a copy of the poem “To a Mouse” written by the Scottish poet, Robert Burns (1759-1796).  
1. Respond to the poem, circling and underlining phrases you like, dislike, don’t understand, find interesting, etc.  
2. Then, respond in your journal by answering three of the questions on the back of the poem.  
3. Finally, carefully re-read the section of the poem in bold.  How might this section relate to Of Mice and Men?  
Word of the Day:  myriad

3/4 page minimum
1/21/11 Journal: Loneliness

Respond to the following quote: 

“The biggest disease today is not leprosy or cancer. It’s the feeling of being uncared for, unwanted – of being deserted and alone” (Mother Teresa).  

Do you agree or disagree with Mother Teresa?  Explain your reasoning.  Write about a time when you felt alone or when you welcomed someone and made them feel wanted.  How does it make you feel when someone is kind and welcomes you?

Word of the Day:  accolade

1/25/11: Free Write (Emergency Sub Plans)
1/27/11 Journal: Looking Back in OMAM 



When Carlson first suggests the idea of euthanizing Candy’s dog to Slim in chapter two, there is a moment when Slim is listening to Carlson’s argument, and George is watching Slim. Reread the second paragraph at the top of page 36 in your novel. Now, knowing the ending of the story, why do you think George stares so intently at Slim? Also, what do you think that slow ringing of a triangle in the background—a ringing that grows louder and louder and then stops—is really symbolizing?  What literary device is Steinbeck so beautifully utilizing with this passage?  

Word of the Day:  arduous

1/31/11 Journal: OMAM Discussion

Answer the following questions with Of Mice and Men in mind.

· Is it better to die believing your dreams will come true? Or is it best to know the truth?

· Does George do the right thing?  Why or why not?

· Do you think George just used the dream of the ranch to control
Lennie's behavior?  Why or why not?

Word of the Day:  reminisce

2/1/11 Journal: Steinbeck’s Descriptions 



· On page two in OMAM, read the paragraph in the middle of the page beginning with “Evening of a hot day…”.  What literary devices do you notice in the reading? What strikes you about the reading? 
· On page ninety-nine, read the first two paragraphs of the last chapter of OMAM.  Knowing what is happening in the novel, what makes this writing so interesting? What literary devices do you notice in the reading.  Compare and contrast the first reading to the second reading.

Word of the Day:  grandiloquent

2/10/11: No Journal Today. Instead, make a trade:

· Turn in your OMAM Literary Analysis, OMAM text, and OMAM viewing guide to Mrs. Hastings’ desk.  

· Pick up a TKAM anticipation guide, chapter questions, and text.
2/14/11: Valentine’s Day Love Lists
· Make a list of all the people and things you love.

· Then, make a list of all the people that love you.

· Choose one person/thing from your lists to write about in more detail.

Candy Heart

· Write a story or poem using all of your candy hearts.  Make your candy heart messages stand out (see example).

· Poem: 15 lines. Story: 1/2 page.

2/16/11: TKAM Labels
Choose one of the following topics:

1. On p. 39, Scout says that "Jem was a born hero." What is a hero?  Are they born or made? How is Jem a hero?

2. In Chapter 5, Miss Maudie is described as "a reasonable creature" (49). What makes her"reasonable"? How would you define a "reasonable creature" in your own life?

3. On p. 52, Jem tells Scout that she is "gettin' more like a girl everyday." What does he mean? What is his definition of "girl"? How has that changed from then to now?
2/18/11: Prediction and Prejudice
Part One:  Chapters 7-9 really set up what will be the guts of this
book. How do you feel about the book so far, and what do
you think will happen next?  

Part Two:  In your own words, define prejudice.  What is prejudice
in society?  in school? in TKAM? Why does prejudice occur?
Discuss the inner vs. outer qualities of an individual and why
it is important to be aware of both aspects.  In chapter two,
Atticus says, “…if you can learn a simple trick, Scout, you’ll get
along a lot better with all kinds of folks.  You never really
understand a person until you consider things from his point
of view---until you climb into his skin and walk around in it”
(30).  Do you agree with Atticus? Explain and give examples.

2/21/11 Journal: Shifting Perspectives 



1. The children’s views of Atticus changes from the beginning to the end of chapter ten.  Why does this happen? Think about your views of your own parents; has your perspective ever changed? Why?

2. Now how Mrs. Dubose is described in chapter 11.  How does the children’s perspective on her change? What lesson do they learn? Have you ever learned a similar lesson?

3/7/11 Journal: Paper Bag Debriefing 


From the novel, find FIVE examples of characters who are victims of prejudice (pre-judgment).  Name some of their outer appearances/qualities which make them susceptible to prejudice, and explain some of their inner qualities which are not always apparent upon a first reading of the text.  

3/9/11 Journal:
TKAM Ch.20-23 Overview


Your group will be given a question to answer for your journal.  Discuss the topic with your group, then write your ¾ page journal.  Be prepared to share your response with the class.

TKAM Ch. 20-23 Discussion Questions (for journal)

1. What do the children learn about Dolphus Raymond? What do they learn from him? How do those lessons relate to the novel? How do they relate to life?  
2. In chapter 21, we learn the verdict of the trial.  What is the “truth” in the verdict? What is the justice in it? What does the verdict say about the people in the novel and society as a whole?

3. There are many ironies in Ch. 2.  Atticus loses, but the African American community showers him with gifts.  Bob Ewell wins the court decision but vows to get Atticus if it takes the rest of his life.  Dill wants to be a clown but a clown that laughs at the crowd.  Choose one and explain its significance.

4. In chapter 23, Jem asks a lot of pertinent questions about the jury system.  What does he learn? How do these “lessons” pertain to society?

5. In chapter 23, Aunt Alexandra explains some of the differences between families, but Scout comes to the conclusion that “there’s just one kind of folks. Folks.”  What does she mean? How does this relate to Jem’s thought that Boo “wants to stay inside”?[image: image1.png]



