Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery”
Answer the following questions in complete sentences with your small group.  Although you are working in a group, each person is responsible for turning in his/her own questions.

1. How does “The Lottery” prevent the breakdown of society in this community?

2. Respond to the roles of the men and women, how the children act, and what the social and business goals are for each facet of this society.

3. Sacrifice rituals operate on the principle of “scapegoating”.  Define the term and describe how the process of “The Lottery” uses the scapegoat and tell what end is desired.  Are there any examples in our current society of using scapegoats? In other novels, books, movies?

4. How, in your opinion, does Jackson create a sense of horror from the elements of what should be an innocent story about small town America? Comment on the use of withheld knowledge, the irony that can be seen in the names of the characters, and any other elements you find interesting.

5. Make parallels between “The Lottery” and 1984.  How are the two similar? How are they different? List three reasons (alike or different) and elaborate on each one.  
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